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MONTANANS INVITED TO IMAGINE GLOBAL COMMUNITY
AT UM ’S 1994 MANSFIELD CONFERENCE OCT. 23-25
MISSOULA Montanans are invited to join international experts at The University of Montana Oct. 23-25
to explore the diversity and interdependence of the world’s cultures during the 10th annual
Mansfield Conference.
The conference, "Imagining a Global Community," will feature speakers from a wide range
of cultural backgrounds and perspectives: veteran National Public Radio commentator Daniel
Schorr, Palestinian author and cultural analyst Edward Said, Pacific Basin Institute President Frank
Gibney, Asian-American filmmaker Christine Choy and Wang Gungwu, vice chancellor of the
University of Hong Kong. The free public sessions are sponsored by the Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Center on UM’s Missoula campus.
"The key word is imagining," Acting Mansfield Center Director Philip West said, noting that
it is useful to boil the vastness of global issues into smaller, community terms. For example, he
said, if the world’s population could be represented by 100 people, 70 of them would be non-white
and non-Christian, but six people, all U.S. citizens, would control 50 percent of the world’s wealth.
Only one of the 100 would have a university education, while 70 would be unable to read. Half of
the people in the community would suffer from malnutrition; 80 would live in substandard housing.
Very little of the world resembles the United States, and even less echoes Montana, West
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said. If Montana were as densely populated as Singapore, it would hold 1.8 billion people; if the
world were as uncrowded as Montana, it would have only 324 million people rather than 5.6
billion. Montanans enjoy vast ranges of open space, with about 5.5 people per square mile. Even
if the entire U.S. population were crowded into Montana, it would not quite match the population
density of Bangladesh, where 2,028 people inhabit every square mile.
The recent end of the Cold War has prompted optimistic visions of a global village, West
said, but "the world is not necessarily getting better. We all hope that peace will prevail in this
global community, but on the other hand, the differences across cultures are very important, and
some of those differences are increasing rather than decreasing — for example, the gap in economic
wealth."
Conference presentations will stress the need to respect and understand differences and
diversity, as well as the common threads between cultures, he said. Accurate information about the
global community is essential, he said, noting that hopes for peace must be grounded in reality if
they are to be successful.
West said the conference topic aptly reflects the career and character of Mike Mansfield, the
UM alumnus and former U.S. Ambassador to Japan for whom the center and conference are named.
Mansfield’s long career has been dedicated to "creating a higher level of understanding and
imagining what the world really looks like," he said.
Deni Elliott, Mansfield Professor of Ethics and Public Affairs, said the conference’s
exploration of the moral implications of our state and nation’s interdependence with the rest of the
world fits nicely into both branches of the Mansfield Center’s mission: modem Asian affairs and
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